THE GREAT VOWEL
SHIFT

REORGANIZATION OF THEVOWEL SYSTEM OVER SEVERAL CENTURIES




GVS

 The shift happened between 1400-1600

* 7 long vowels changed:
« [i]
o [ur]
© [e]
* [o]
© [€]
© o]
© [o]




FIRST SHIFT

Middle English Modern English
[i:]( sounding ee) [ai](sounding i)

Mice way back then would have been called meece




2ND SHIFT

MIDDLE ENGLISH MODERN ENGLISH

[u:] [au]

Eg:Moose Mouse




3RD CHANGE

MIDDLE ENGLISH MODERN ENGLISH




4™ CHANGE

MIDDLE ENGLISH- MODERN ENGLISH

[o:] [u:]
Goose[u:] must have been pronounced as

[go:s]




MIDDLE ENGLISH MODERN ENGLISH

* [E:] [i:]
* Maybe Heat[hE&:t] just became [hit]

* Some words with Middle English [E€:] were left behind
at [e:]

* GREAT ,BREAK,STEAK




MIDDLE ENGLISH MODERN ENGLISH

* [o:] [0:]

Br[a:]cken now called Br[o:]ken




MIDDLE ENGLISH MODERN ENGLISH

* [a:] [e:]
Bla:]ke Ble:]k




Cool Summary: OE > ME > EME > PDE

Long Vowels from Old English to Present-Day English

15th-16th

17th-18th

OF Vowel OF Examples ME Vowel ME Letter c Centiry PDE Examples POE Letter
(1) ridan 0 bi (7] Yy [af> 61 [a1) ride life by iy
1) mys mice
(€] fédan gréne (€] e, e (1) M feed green ee, ie
(€3] péof déop thief deep
[#®] strat street
(] déd man (€] e, ee (&> e1) [e2/i) deal mean ee, ea
(@3] nidl ha needle heal
béatan béam beat beam
dast |af east leaf

(@] nama talu (a] a aa (@>0>8 [ex] name tale a
lanu lane

(@) mas hos (0] ou, oW (20> du) [av) mouse house ou, oW
nl din now down
tin plnd town pound

(8] ‘10da fou [0) 0, 00 () [u/u/e) food foot 00
non gbd noon good
brdm bok broom book
flod bléd fiood blood

(@ him pil (3) 0, 00 (o) [ou) home pole 0, 0d
gid ‘rite goad throat

token boat

ticen bit




