
THE GREAT VOWEL 
SHIFT
REORGANIZATION OF THE VOWEL SYSTEM OVER SEVERAL CENTURIES



GVS

• The shift happened between 1400-1600

• 7 long vowels changed:

• [ i:]

• [u: ]

• [e:]

• [o:]

• [Ɛ:]

• [ͻ:]

• [α:]



FIRST SHIFT

Middle English                               Modern English

[¡:]( sounding ee) [аı](sounding i)

Mice way back then would have been called meece



2ND SHIFT

MIDDLE ENGLISH MODERN ENGLISH

[u:] [au]

Eg:Moose Mouse



3RD CHANGE

MIDDLE ENGLISH MODERN ENGLISH

• [e:] [i:]

Green would have been pronounced as Gran



4TH CHANGE

MIDDLE ENGLISH- MODERN ENGLISH

[o:] [u:]

Goose[u:] must have been pronounced as 

[go:s]



MIDDLE ENGLISH MODERN ENGLISH

• [Ɛ:] [i:]

• Maybe Heat[hƐ:t] just became [hit]

• Some words with Middle English [Ɛ:] were left behind 

at [e:]

• GREAT ,BREAK,STEAK



MIDDLE ENGLISH MODERN ENGLISH

• [ͻ:] [o:]

Br[ͻ:]cken now called Br[o:]ken



MIDDLE ENGLISH MODERN ENGLISH

• [а:] [e:]

B[a:]ke B[e:]k




